
BRMTA Meeting Summary

Date: September 9, 2026 
Location: O’Neill Music House

Attendees

Clara Guilbeau, Judy McGehee, Patti Misita, Angela Bergeron, Ching Song Juneau, 
Camila Cuadra, Scarlett Ellender, Christopher Cunningham, Christine Lien, Ning Gao, 
Yannah Gustafson, David Easley, Carol White, Shelley Hays

Agenda & Discussion Highlights

1. Welcome & Social Time 
• Coffee and social time began at 9:30 AM.

2. Hungarian Dance Duet Performances at 9:55 AM 
• Ching Song & Camila Cuadra 
• Christine Lien & Yannah Gustafson 
• Shelley Hays & Scarlett Ellender 
• Angela Bergeron & Christopher Cunningham

3. Introduced Officers 
• Ching Song Juneau – President 
• Clara Guilbeau – Vice President 
• Angela Bergeron – Treasurer 
• Ning Gao – Secretary 
• Shelley Hays – Member at Large 
• Judy McGehee – Member at Large

4. State Rally Winners Recital & Performance 
• Prep B – Emily Lim 
• Level IV – Keira Malone

           Other State Rally winners were also recognized below:

• Level I – Kyle Wang 
• Level II – Samuel Lin 
• Level III – Xin Chen Wu 
• Teachers represented included Yannah Gustafson, Shelley Hays, Ning Gao, and 
Christine Lien.



5. Summer Scholarship Award Speech 
• Scholarship recipient: Xin Chen Wu 
• Teacher: Christine Lien 
• The scholarship recognizes students pursuing musical study during the summer.

6. New Member Introductions 
• New member Scarlett Ellender was welcomed and introduced during the 
meeting.

7. Financial Report 
• Checking account: approximately $4,500. 
• Three CDs: approximately $9,000 total. 
• Total BRMTA funds: $13,511. 
• Membership dues received: $480. 
• For the payment of every event: checks are preferred; PayPal is available with a 
2.9% processing fee.

8. Upcoming Events 
• September 19 – Catherine Rollin, “Pieces for Performance, Festivals and Fun!” 
at O’Neill Music House. 
• October 8–10 – LMTA State Conference at Northwestern State University. 
• November 4 – Dr. Pamela D. Pike Pedagogy Session. 
• November 14 – Baroque & Classical Piano Competition at O’Neill Music 
House; registration deadline October 17. 
• December 5 – St. James Christmas Piano Music. 
• January 23, 2027 – Spring BRMTA Meeting. 
• Spring 2027 – Romantic & Contemporary Piano Competition at First Baptist 
Church downtown. The event was moved from LSU due to contract, insurance, 
and cost considerations. 
• Spring 2027 – Allen Fleming Audition; date TBA. The registration fee was 
increased to $50 because the event has resulted in a financial loss each year. 
• District Rally – Registration procedures and deadlines were reviewed. Checks 
should be made payable to BRMTA. Teachers should follow the local deadline and 
submit the forms in the required order for chair review. 
• May 7, 2027 – Spring Luncheon. 
• May 8, 2027 – Summer Scholarship application deadline. Applications may be 
submitted digitally or by email; the award is up to $750 and may support various 
musical summer programs. 
• LMTA Piano Ensemble Festival – A new piano ensemble festival will be held at 
Northwestern State University following the state conference. The festival will 
include students from beginner through advanced levels. 



• June 5, 2027 – Torgrimson/Swanzy Competition. 
• LMTA Piano Olympics – David Easley provided information about the event and 
encouraged teachers to participate with their students. Registration information 
and deadlines were discussed.

9. Certification 
• Camila Cuadra was recognized for receiving professional certification. 
• Certification requirements and guidelines are available through LMTA.

Special thanks to Ralph O’Neill for providing the venue and Ning Gao for hospitality.

By Ning Gao 
9/9/2026


